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Rainwater Harvesting
Harvesting rainwater in our arid desert
can help reduce our use of tap water.
There is an ongoing drought, and concern for an increasing water shortage
is growing. It is also a rewarding activity. Recent news articles point out that
Lake Mead is very low and rationing
may be needed. The rationing would
first be for farming that uses Colorado
River water, and this could affect future food supplies.
Homeowners can qualify for a rebate
from Tucson Water for up to
$2,000.00 for installation costs depending on your watering needs and
water storage capacity. Harvested
rainwater is ideal for irrigating trees,
bushes and flowers, and can also be
used to top off swimming pools. To
qualify for a rebate of rainwater harvesting installation expenses, you
must be a homeowner, a current customer of City of Tucson Water and
take a class—which turns out to be
very interesting!
Fresh rainwater is very good for
plants, largely because it contains nitrogen. Have you ever noticed a chalklike color of the soil when you upend a
potted plant that has been irrigated
with tap water? That chalk-like accumulation are the salts and minerals
from the tap water. Using rainwater is
beneficial for the plants and it will
tend to flush out the salts. Water that
runs off your property is lost, but water that you catch, store and use reduces reliance on tap water and low-

ers your water bill. This is magnified,
especially during the summer months,
if you have significant irrigation needs.
There are 4 water usage brackets, with
higher users paying higher rates. Water use is measured and billed per
hundred cubic feet of water. One cubic foot of water is 7.48 gallons, so
each 100 cubic feet of water is 7,480
gallons (7.48 X 100= 7,480). Presently,
the lowest rate per 100 cubic feet is
$3.56 and the highest rate is $12.35
per 100 cubic feet. You can see the
rates and volume brackets on your
water bill. Water rates are expected to
continue to rise. Once installed, water
harvesting equipment are effective
each time it rains, and allows the capture of this valuable resource before it

flows from your property. This is a
great topic to discuss with your
neighbors. There is a very good
Continued on Page 2

The FCHOA Take
Be advised that the HOA CR&Rs
require above ground tanks to be
screened so that the rainwater
tanks are not overly obvious or unattractive to neighbors or from the
street. Screening or camouflaging
can make them better blend with
their environment. Remember Homeowners are required to submit a plan and get approval of the
HOA Board before installation!

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
Unless you live nearby or explore the less traveled areas of Flecha, you may yet to have noticed the sculpture garden tucked alongside Calle Barril where it intersects with Flecha Dr. Artist and Neighbor Kurt Tallis
has been busy “cultivating” his garden for the last 10 years.
Kurt Tallis received his B.A. from Northern Arizona University in 1983. He has had numerous shows
throughout North America. His works are created in mild steel, acrylic on canvas, or pastel on paper. As a
published artist, Kurt’s work is often found in limited edition prints and posters in galleries and museum
shops. Kurt is a Master Colorist using pigment as a source for expression of a moment or thing. The use of color is central to his
themes of the desert. You can feel the heat of the sun and smell
the dust in the air.
To see more of Kurt’s work visit his garden at Calle Barril and Flecha Dr. You might want to stop by once in a while as Kurt is continuing to grow his garden!
More of Kurt’s work can be seen at https://fineartamerica.com/
profiles/kurt-tallis.html.
-Mark Buchanan

Do you have an interesting story to tell, or know a neighbor
that does? Please nominate them by dropping us a line at
fchoa@flechacaida.org with Meet Your Neighbor in the subject line.

Continued from Page 1
web site you can use to learn more about rainwater harvesting. Be your own judge for your property,
regarding your water needs and the equipment needed to collect and store rainwater. There is a chart
on the web site telling how much water can be collected with different amounts of rain. The address is:
http://tucsonaz.gov/water/rainwater-harvesting-rebate
-Doug Morris

GARBAGE SERVICE
Ever wonder if you are getting the best deal on your trash service? Don’t worry, the Flecha Caida HOA has
your back! We recently surveyed the three most popular trash haulers in the area.
Right Away Disposal
520-881-4227






(They recently purchased Arizona Sanitation)
No HOA Discount
Monthly $19.00 for both trash and recycling (It was only $16.00 per month for
both in April.)
$30.00 delivery fee for both containers

Waste Management
520-744-2600









No HOA Discount
$16.00 Monthly for both trash and recycle
$30.00 delivery fee per container
$35.00 set up fee
$5.00 monthly statement fee (waived if set up for auto pay)
$85.00 replacement fee
Some people have complained that WM frequently increases your price, but
will lower them if you call.

Republic Services
520-745-8820





$44.97 for trash per quarter (equals $14.99 per month)
$ 8.97 for recycling per quarter (equals $2.99 per month)
$30.00 delivery per container

From The President’s Desk
Hello Flecha Caida Residents,
The Flecha Caida Homeowners Association has had
a wonderful year! The new Board of Directors is
fantastic! We are lucky to have a dynamic and committed Board that works well together, with
strengths in Real Estate, Information Technology,
Advocacy, Program Development, Writing, Business
Administration, and our Community History. We
still need more volunteers though, so please join us!
The community also seems to be working well together. Neighbors are talking to each other when
issues arise, but the board is still called upon to get
involved in a few areas that are frequently misunderstood. The “Conditions, Covenants and Restrictions” (CRRs) are the rules to which all homeowners
agree to abide when moving to Flecha Caida. As the
CRRs can be confusing, we have highlighted the
most commonly misunderstood rules below:
1. Do not cut down or alter your landscape without
checking with us first! No native vegetation is to be
removed.
2. Do not paint your roof white. Approved colors

are on the website. You are required to use approved color when you recoat your roof or sell your
property.
3. Do not park any trailers or motor homes on your
property unless they are in a garage. If you must
leave it for a day or two, please let the Board know
so we can work with you.
4. Construction, remodeling, or altering the appearance of your home requires the approval of the
board and our architect before work begins!
5. Do not leave trash cans, woodpiles or even water
harvesting containers visible. They should be
walled or concealed so not viewable from the street
or neighbors.
The bottom line is… Read the CRRs, look out for one
another, be a considerate neighbor, and check with
us if you have questions! We are here to help you
however you may need us.
Best Wishes for a Joyous 2019!
Deidre Larrabee
President

FLECHA CAIDA HOA
Flecha Caida Homeowners Association Inc.
PO Box 64633 Tucson AZ 85728
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Help keep our mailing costs low by sending your email address to
fchoa@flechacaida.org. Please include your name and lot number.

Starting on January 16, 2019, the Flecha Caida Board will
change their meeting day to the Third Wednesday of the
month.
The Flecha Caida Board meets at 7:00 PM on the 3rd Wednesday (unless
stated otherwise) each month at The Journey, 4700 N. Swan, in an available
classroom in building F. All homeowners are welcome to attend the meeting. Next Meeting: January 16

