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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

DEAR HOMEOWNERS, 

Welcome to another Spring in our beautiful desert! The wildflowers are beginning to bloom and 
you can just begin to see the Palo Verde changing! Don’t forget to upload your own photos to our 
Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/flechacaidatucson. 

Along with the wonderful weather, Spring brings another ANNUAL MEETING for Flecha Caida 
Home Owners! It is scheduled for Wednesday, April 17th at 7:00 PM at the Journey church at 
4700 N. Swan Rd (Classroom in Building F). The Board is excited to meet you, let you know what 
we have been doing, and learn about what is most important to you!  Get to know your 
neighbors while enjoying complimentary refreshments. 

Speaking of the Board—we need you! We have a couple Board spots open, and there is always a 
need for volunteers to help with other non-Board activities.  Everyone has talents that would be 
useful, but we especially need people to serve as the Community Liaison, Escrow Liaison, and 
Correspondence Secretary.  Please get in touch with me if you would be willing to join us!   

If there is something in particular you would like us to address at the Annual Meeting, please 
send us your thoughts and we will try to be ready to answer them. Our email address is 
FCHOA@FLECHACAIDA.ORG.  

On a final note, 2019 Membership Fees are due May 1, 2019. Please consider taking this opportu-
nity to use the form in this edition of The Arrow or the easy-to-use PayPal link on our homepage 
at flechacaida.org to pay your dues today. 

See you on April 17th! 
Deidre Larrabee 
President, FCHOA 

 There are currently nine properties For Sale in Flecha Caida. Prices range 
from $243,000 to $750,000. The average is $520,000.  

Three properties are under contract and twenty six homes have sold in the 
last six months! One of the homes sold for $1,450,000. The average sales 
price was $538,000 and it generally took between one to three months to 
sell. 

The Flecha’s continue to be a desirable place to live! 

FLECHA CAIDA REAL ESTATE MARKET 

-Deidre Larrabee 

http://www.flechacaida.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flechacaidatucson
http://www.facebook.com/flechacaidatucson
http://flechacaida.org


 

 

Have you ever seen the three antenna towers, with their bright red lights flashing in the distance, and 
wondered how they came to be located there? No man-made structures dominate the Flechas more than 
these three towers.  

In 1950, the owners of local radio station KCNA were looking to upgrade their transmitter from 250 watts 
to 5,000 watts in an effort to expand from a local station to a regional one. The design called for an array 
of three antennas, 342 feet tall and 478 feet apart. Copper wires extending from the base of the array, 
buried in the ground, were required to complete the antennas.  All told, 60 acres were required for the 
complete antenna array. In order to meet the desired performance, the array was to be located north east 
of Tucson proper.  

A search for a suitable site with 60 acres lead to a site in the Catalina Foothills. The corporate president 
owned 40 acres in the area, and a lease of an adjacent 20 acres was arraigned.  At the time of construc-
tion, Swan Road did not extend north of the Rillito River. In order to deliver the massive amount of mate-
rial to the site, a rudimentary road was graded along the existing county right-of-way for Swan Rd.  

Construction of the antenna array was completed in October 1952. In an advertisement in the November 
8, 1951 edition of the Arizona Daily Star, KCNA boasted of their new 5,000 watt transmitter “Covering Ari-
zona With The Sun!” There were plans to also use the center tower to bring television broadcasts to Tuc-
son, but those efforts never made it to fruition. By 1959, KCNA was sold to a new owner, and the call sign 
changed to KTAN. This lasted until 1967, when sold again, the call sign was changed to KIKX.  

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY 

THE ARROW’S GUIDE TO SPRING 
Good news…. Planting time is upon us! So says our buddy Sparky the box 
turtle who emerged from his hibernation on March 2…. Earlier than nor-
mal for him, but I’ll take his word for it! Wildflowers are already blooming 
so hopefully no more hard freezes!   

The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension at 4210 N. Campbell Ave-
nue has a Master Gardener’s program. https://extension.arizona.edu/

master-gardener On their page are links to common questions as well as notifications of free mas-
ter gardener talks at nearby libraries. And if you have never visited the grounds, there is no cost to 
roam the demonstration gardens. The Pima County Master Gardeners Spring 2019 Plant Sale will 
be held on Saturday, April 6th, 8 am to 11 am (cash or checks only). 

And finally… TREES! Low cost ones are available from two sources: 

Tucson Clean & Beautiful 791-3109 P.O. Box 27210, Tucson 85726. Founded in 1985 to preserve 
and improve our environment, conserve natural resources, and enhance quality of life in the City 
of Tucson and eastern Pima County, they are a non-profit environmental advocacy and action or-
ganization. https://tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org Their 5 gallon trees are $25 and will be delivered 
within a 30 mile radius of downtown. 

Tucson Electric Power - Trees for You. You can order 3/year via your account online. Quite a bar-
gain at $5/5gal!  You will need to pick them up within 7 days of notification at a nursery you 
choose on their website. You will also have to provide an approximate planting location on your 
application form.  https://www.tep.com/news/go-green-by-planting-trees 

HAPPY SPRING! ENJOY AND CELEBRATE EACH DAY. 

-Patty Sea 

(con’t pg 3) 
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 Vagrant spotted in the yard of a resident in the area of Calle Barril and Swan. Described as 
thin white male 38—40 yrs old, approximately 5’8”. No facial hair, short hair. 2/15/2019 

 Mailbox theft and vandalism in the area of N. Camino Del Celador and Craycroft. Multiple 
mailboxes vandalized and the lock was drilled out. 2/26/2019 

 Burglary in the area of N. Camino Del Celador and Craycroft. Home was burglarized while 
owners were out of town. 2/26/2019 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

In 1976, the station’s license was denied renewal by the FCC, largely because of a bizarre publicity promo-
tion in 1974, where the station reported the kidnapping of one of its DJs on the air. The DJ was not in fact 
kidnapped, but the promotion was planned to have the DJ call in from various locations across the country. 
Concerned listeners reported the alleged kidnapping to the Tucson Police, and things quickly spiraled out of 
control. After a series of appeals, and poor ratings, the station turned off its transmitters on July 18, 1982. 

By 1986, the property had been sold to a developer, who initially leased the land to Ashton Construction for 
use as a headquarters during the widening of Swan Rd. Proposals for up to 300 condominium units on the 

property alarmed the Flecha Caida Board sufficiently to cre-
ate a committee to monitor the situation. In 1989, the City of 
Tucson purchased 20 acres of the property with the towers, 
and the City continues to use the towers to this day as part of 
their communications network. The remainder of the acres 
were subdivided for residential construction and became the 
Swan’s Nest area. In 2013, the center tower was dismantled 
(picture), only to be replaced with a sturdier tower to allow 
for an upgrade to the communications antennas mounted to 
the tower.  

REFERENCES:  
“New Towers to Hike KCNA's Power". The Arizona Daily Star. 12 October 1951.   
KIKX (defunct). (nd) In Wikipedea. From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KIKX_(defunct) 
“ Transmitter Site Access Issue: When the Grader Meets the Neighbor”. The Broadcaster’s Desktop Resource. Epperson, Tom.  

-Mark Buchanan 

 

 

FLECHA CAIDA HOA MEMBER INFORMATION 
Flecha Caida HOA, Inc., P.O. Box 64633, Tucson, AZ 85728 

WEBSITE:  flechacaida.org        Message Center (520) 327- 4240 

ANNUAL DUES $65.00 
                                            (PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO FLECHA CAIDA HOA or use PAYPAL) 

MEMBER NAME(S):  

ADDRESS IN FLECHA CAIDA:  

MAILING ADDRESS (If Different than above):  

HOME/WORK:      CELL PHONE:  

EMAIL ADDRESS*: 

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN SERVING ON A VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE?  

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER OF NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH?  

*Providing your email address helps save paper and mailing costs! 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY (CON’T) 



       FLECHA CAIDA HOA 
 

 
Flecha Caida Homeowners Association Inc. 
PO Box 64633   Tucson AZ 85728 
 

 SEE WHAT YOU ARE 
MISSING ON OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE! 

Flecha Caida HOA Board of Directors 

President Deidre Larrabee 

First Vice President  Jerri Szach 

Second Vice President Sara Morris 

Treasurer Cap Pearson 

Communications Secretary Patty Sea  

Members Kathleen Buchanan, Phillip Budinger, Mark Bu-

chanan  

Consulting Architect John Gabb III 

www.facebook.com/flechacaidatucson 

The Flecha Caida Board meets at 7:00 PM on the 3rd Wednesday (unless 
stated otherwise) each month at The Journey, 4700 N. Swan, in an available 
classroom in building F. All homeowners are welcome to attend the meet-
ing. Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 17. 

Help keep our mailing costs low by sending your email address to 

fchoa@flechacaida.org. Please include your name and lot number. 

Once a year, we invite all the Residents of Flecha Caida to our 
Annual Meeting. Join us and find out what is going on in the 
neighborhood and what the HOA does for its residents! 


