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PACKRATS!
food source and can sometimes be encountered when
clearing out a nest (be careful!). Kissing bugs also can
is the abundant wildlife. Mornings are filled with
be found around the packrat midden, with their bites
serenades of cardinals, quail, and other birds populat- can causing itching, swelling, and fever. Packrats may
ing the Sonoran desert. Rabbits abound throughout
also cause significant property damage, being known
the day. Javelina wander primarily from dusk to
to eat wiring in cars, sometimes even nesting under
dawn, though even when out of sight, their presence the hood. The damage to vehicles can be extensive
can be detected by their distinct odor. One of the uni- and very costly. They can chew up patio furniture
versally loathed desert critters , however, is the pack- cushions or other outdoor items as they scavenge for
rat.
coveted materials for their nests.

Of the many pleasures of living in the Flecha Caidas

So what can you do to be free of these pesky rodents? Services that can be hired to remove them or
it is also possible to do so yourself. There are two
steps to successful packrat mitigation—eliminating
both the critters AND their nests… Some prefer the
use of snap-traps, but any trapping should only be set
up from dusk to dawn to ensure other wildlife is not
inadvertently impacted. Likewise, poison is undesirable as it may affect other critters. Based on years of
experience, traps with open doors on both ends can
be very successful, especially when placed where
packrats normally travel. They like defined pathways— at the base/along the tops of walls, a line of
The Arizona White-throated Woodrat (Neotoma alrocks, the edge of a patio, etc. While many tout the
bigula), aka the packrat, makes its home in the desert. Packrats burrow under cactus, plants, and trees success of cracker & peanut butter baited traps, if you
can find a “packrat highway,” bait may not be necesto build their homes, called middens, incorporating
sary. Once caught, there are options for relocation
twigs, cactus, or other items they find interesting,
constructing a mound of debris over their nests. Par- or… Whatever method you use, removing their nests
is critical—if you eliminate a packrat but leave the
ticularly attracted to shiny objects, packrats are also
sometimes called trader rats due to their penchant for nest, another will move right in! When clearing nests,
leaving behind whatever they are carrying when they it is crucial to keep in mind that one of the provisions
in the CRRs of the Flecha Caida Ranch Estates is the
come across something more interesting. Having removed a number of nests from our own yard, we have protection of native vegetation.
found old beer cans, Star Wars action figures, and
Therefore, any elimination of the nest should be
even a Grateful Dead cassette tape!
mindful to still preserving the desert. Remove
branches low to the ground;, trim back prickly pear
While actually rather cute, packrats are nasty
pads while still leaving the
neighbors. Rattlesnakes find packrats an appealing
(Continued on page 2)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

well as a desire to please his guests, children, and eventually, his grandchildren, Gerry continued to improve on
his vision... Gazing into the endless dots comprising the
finish of his pool, those with a sharp eye may note a
number of names jumping out from the bottom, as
though spotting the patterns of the Ishihara Color Blindness Test. The names of his children can all be found in
the depths of the pool, an undertaking in which they
took place in creating.
Take a few steps away from the pool, and there is a giant
tortoise seating area surrounding a fire pit, in addition to
an outdoor bar, a hot tub, a steam room, and what outdoor kitchen would be complete without popcorn machine and hotdog roller grill? Ever on the lookout for an
interesting deal, Gerry salvaged materials for his projects
from restaurants undergoing remodeling, including
gates from the Palomino Club, the salad bar from Bobby
McGee’s (repurposed as a planter), and two amazing
stained glass domes from Houlihan's Restaurant (Gerry
can easily recall where all his best finds came from).

Working alongside a longtime friend, he meticulously
constructed numerous fountains, a putting green, a basketball court, a horseshoe pit, and even a wooden mine
building, complete with an ore cart and working water
wheel. The cart was “salted” with gold rocks, painted
lecha Caida’s Gerry Rage greets guests with a sharp
specifically for the delight of the grandchildren. Oh, and
wit and a friendly demeanor, immediately placing one
if all this wasn’t enough, there is even a giant lizard,
off-guard. Where does your inspiration come from? For waiting to greet guests along the long driveway leading
Flecha Neighbor Gerry Rage, it comes from that “little
up to this house, built with tremendous love and imagivoice in my head”, which has provided an unlimited sup- nation.
-Mark Buchanan
ply of ideas that he has implemented on his property on
Camino Esplendora. Perhaps you have noticed the terracotta colored home with the stone terraces, and prominent multi-orbed old fashioned streetlight in the backyard. Perhaps like me, you’ve wondered what other hidden treasures his property holds.

F

Gerry and his family moved into the Flechas in 1972. His
house, originally built in 1959, required some upgrades
for the new family. And so it began… What started as
adding on needed additional space turned into an extended set of projects. Guided by his “little voice,” as
(Continued from page 1)
cactus in place, or cut off the lowest rows on agave plants to make native vegetation a less desirable home
for packrats while still preserving our natural desert. In order to minimize damage to your vehicles, park them
in your garage, or, if no other options exist, leave the hood open, or strategically place a light beneath the vehicle. Using a modern LED light, this can be achieved with minimal electricity use. Lights just bright enough to
discourage rats should be used so as not to diminish our amazing nightly view of the stars. Share with us your
experiences on our Facebook page at wwww.facebook.com/flechacaidatucson.
-Kathleen Buchanan

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
HELLO FLECHA CAIDA NEIGHBORS,
Welcome to Summer! How many of us stay here for this season, and how many escape to cooler climates?
Didn’t you love the Spring this year? It was so nice and cool, and so many flowers! I bet you took a few pictures... Please—go to our Facebook page and post your favorite photos!
Thanks to those who attended our Annual Meeting in April! We encourage participation—a diverse and active HOA benefits our entire community. In addition to providing some tasty treats, we gave a recap of the
activities of this past year’s Board. If you didn’t make the annual meeting, consider joining us at our
monthly meetings, every third Wednesday of the month at 7pm.
Each Spring and Fall, the FCHOA attempts to place Dumpsters for Member disposal of yard waste. These
events prove to be very popular, though we are in need of hosts for the Dumpsters in discreet locations
within our community. While there were no Spring Dumpsters this year, we anticipate having them available in the Fall! Do you have a location that would be ideal for hosting a weekend Dumpster? If so, please
contact the Board! All members who have paid their dues should watch for the announcement of when and
where they will be available.
We also want to know how else the FCHOA can benefit our community. Would you like to see an annual
shredding event? A free book exchange? More about what is going on in Tucson? In Flecha Caida? Spend a
couple hours looking at the homes on the market? Interior design or gardening? Go to our Facebook page
and share your thoughts!
Thanks to those who have already paid their dues this year! Our member year begins in May—if you haven’t
paid, there is a coupon directly below this letter. There aren’t many communities where annual dues are
only $65.00 a year.—less than 18 cents a day. Fill out that coupon and send it in!
Finally, thanks to the great Flecha Caida Board. They are so talented and dedicated. Unfortunately, Patty
Sea, one of our most valued Board members, retired after serving over 20 years. Although she can’t be replaced, we still have business that must get done. We really do need a couple more volunteers! Please let us
know if you can spare a few hours a month to help this wonderful community—we need you!
Respectfully,



Deidre Larrabee; FCHOA President

FLECHA CAIDA HOA MEMBER INFORMATION
Flecha Caida HOA, Inc., P.O. Box 64633, Tucson, AZ 85728
WEBSITE: flechacaida.org
Message Center ( 520) 327- 4240

ANNUAL DUES $65.00
(PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO FLECHA CAIDA HOA or use PAYPAL)
MEMBER NAME(S):
ADDRESS IN FLECHA CAIDA:
MAILING ADDRESS (If Different than above):
HOME/WORK:
CELL PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS*:
WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN SERVING ON A VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE?
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER OF NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH?
*Providing your email address helps save paper and mailing costs!

FLECHA CAIDA HOA
Flecha Caida Homeowners Association Inc.
PO Box 64633 Tucson AZ 85728

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH


Multiple mailboxes along Calle
Barril, between Swan and Craycroft were broken into during
the early morning of June 21.
The thief, or thieves used a tool
to force open even the mailboxes with locking mechanisms.
Be sure to retrieve your mail
each day before nightfall!

Flecha Caida HOA Board of Directors
President Deidre Larrabee
First Vice President Jerri Szach
Second Vice President Sara Morris
Treasurer Cap Pearson
Communications Secretary TBD
Members Kathleen Buchanan, Mark Buchanan, Ana Watson
Consulting Architect John Gabb III
Help keep our mailing costs low by sending your email address to
fchoa@flechacaida.org. Please include your name and lot number.
The Flecha Caida Board meets at 7:00 PM on the 3rd Wednesday (unless
stated otherwise) each month at The Journey, 4700 N. Swan, in an available
classroom in building F. All homeowners are welcome to attend the meeting.

FLECHA CAIDA REAL ESTATE MARKET
Currently Flecha Caida has 10 homes on the market and 10 have sold in the last 6 months.
The active listings range from $415,000 to 1 million! (Ok, only one home is priced at a million.) Our average
list price is $765,000. The average price of homes that have sold is $448,000
Interest rates remain low. They are approximately 4.0 for fixed rate and 3,5% for a variable rate loan.
-Deidre Larrabee

